The United Nations has designated
/certaih}\’days in the calendar as ‘
~ International Days
in order td‘ shine a spotlight on v
important aszpects of human life.
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On this special day of the year we

pay tribute to Vivienne Rutgers
retired Cape Town school teacher
whose career spanned more than
40 years, and whose belief in the
value of nurturing empathy in her
learners, is helping to reconceptualise
the fundamentals of Education.




We first met Vivienne in 2003 when,
as a teacher at Forest Heights
Primary School in Eerste River, she
came to our Caring Classrooms
display stand at the City of Cape
Town's Youth Environmental School
at the Chrysalis Centre in Tokai.

It was the start of a journey
together to introduce learners to
the concept of care and respect
for all living things began.

Lindie Buirski (left), then head of the City's Environmental
Capacity Building, Training and Education Unit, with
Esmay Swarts, then Co-ordinator for Environmental Education.
In 2013 we went on to win the City of Cape Town'’s environmental
award in recognition of “an outstanding contribution and
commitment to humane education and environmental awareness”




By 2006 international animal welfare organisations had .
become aware of her work and, with the blessing of her .
principal and the WCED, she accepted an invitation to address
an international symposium in London on 9th June 2006.

The symposium was hosted by the
World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA).
The topic of her presentation was

‘Can Education help?'




Vivienne Rutgers, A
a Foundation Phase tea
at Forest Heights Primary S
in Eerste River, near Cape Tow
addresses the WSPA world
symposium in London

on 9th June 2006.

“No-one seems to know where to turn to stem the tide of drugs,
. aggression, hard-heartedness and violence that bedevils so many
cuetles today,” she said.

“What | do know is that healing begins in the heart

¢ ‘and is seeded by the development of empathy,

starting with those who are at our mercy - the animals.
" This is the truest reflection of who we are as humans.”



Vivienne Rutgers at the WSPA Symposium
with Phil Arkow, a leading world authority
on the link between animal abuse and
human violence.

Child Abuse,

Linking the Circles of
Compassion for Prevention
and Intervention

edited by Frank R. Ascione and Phil Arkow

Co-authored by Phil Arkow,
this internationally acclaimed resource
offers insight into the undercurrents

of violence in society and tangible steps
on how to break the cycle of violence.



On 7 September,.as part-of the World Society
for the Protection of Animals delegation,

she addressed the UN Forum on

Sustainable Development and

Community Upliftment in New York.
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“l am totally convinced,” she said...

“that the inculcation of ethicsjand values-in society
has fallen on the shoulders of educators like myself,
and it is something we dare not shrug off...
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She added...

“If we are to fight violence effectively and uplift our

communities for a sustainable future, we are going to

have to reach into the hearts of learners and develop

those vital core qugalities of empathy,

compassion and respect. a\\
That is why the/ traditional 3 Rs must become the 4 Rs — ‘ "
Reading, 'Riting, 'Rithmetic and RESPECT for all life.” imman "‘_"l"\"\\'\'\'\-‘i
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“There is an awakening taking place in the
community where | teach that is slowly but surely
bringing a sense of dignity to all of us.

Dignity begins in the heart and in today's world,
it is seeded by humane education.”
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From there, in cooperation with
school principal Mr \X/C Scholtz, 2 i
Forest Heights Primary became
the hub of Humane Education...

...with regular workshops for interested
teachers from other schools too,
and a steady supply of resources

and teaching materials to learners.
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humane@)
indling the spirit of care and respect for life

Teacher Pumla Ngcukana with her Grade 3 class of caring
kids, at A C J Pakade Primary School near Cape Town.




Vivienne volunteered her free time to helping The Humane Education Trust
produce the first Teacher's Guide to Humane Education which was later

selected by the Department of Education as part of LTSM y ﬂ\

(Learner-Teacher-Support-Material) «
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By 2016, the USA-based Latham Foundation
was prepared to sponsor a two-year
Pilot Project at Forest Heights Primary School
to assess the impact of humane education on learner behaviour.
Principal Mrs Anthea Bosman agreed.




https://www.latham.org/grants/generainformation/




